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The month of May is a month for milestones. This time each year thousands of families celebrate the

milestone of graduation. No doubt, your Facebook feed will soon be flooded with graduation

pictures. Some will be of cute kindergarten graduations. Many will be of celebratory high school

graduations. And some might even be of hard-earned college degrees. Graduation at any level is

certainly a significant milestone. It is an event worth celebrating and remembering. 

We aren't the first culture or generation to mark special occasions. There's actually a strong biblical

precedent for celebrating momentous occasions. In the Old Testament we find people like Noah,

Abraham, and Moses building altars to the Lord at significant places or after important events. This

continues after the Israelites enter the promise land. One particular instance is found in 1 Samuel

7:12. The Israelites had just won a battle against the Philistines, and the prophet Samuel set up a

stone, called it Ebenezer and said, "Till now the Lord has helped us." 

There was nothing mystical about that stone; rather, it was meant to be a visible, tangible reminder

of God's faithful. Any time they would see that stone they would automatically remember how

faithful and good God had been to them. 

That's the power of turning events into milestones. Important moments, like graduations, can be used

to remind ourselves of God's goodness in our lives. They help us acknowledge that God has been

faithful to this point and he will continue to be faithful in the future because God doesn't change. 

So if you happen to be graduating or have a graduate in the your family this month, take the time to

praise God for getting you to this point. And for all of us, develop a habit of looking back over the

years of your life. Consider the major events and milestones of your life: maybe a marriage, a birth,

a move, a promotion, a recovery. Turn those events into milestones in your heart and mind that fill

you with wonder at God's unchanging faithfulness. When we remind ourselves of his faithfulness it

makes the future a little less scary or uncertain. God has brought us to this point, and we have the

assurance he will continue to hold us and guide us all the way to our eternal home with him. 

MILESTONES & MONUMENTS
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May 2 | After Service

If you are interested in serving on the

audio/video team, in the band, or on

the vocal team, please join us for this

interest meeting after service on  

 May 2. Contact Pastor Daniel for

more info at

daniel@stapletonbaptistchurch.org

May 9 | Morning Service

On May 9th we will have a special

time in service to recognize several

families making a commitment to

raise their new little-one in the

instruction and admonition of the

Lord. Make sure to join us in

supporting them that Sunday!

May 16 | Morning Service

They made it! We will take time to

recognize our high school graduates

in service on May 16th and commend

them for their years of hard work and

also charge them to honor Christ as

they move into the next phase of life. 

INTEREST MEETING

FAMILY DEDICATION

SENIOR SUNDAY



Every year, in May, we celebrate a couple of important, related milestones in our church calendar.

Mother's Day is May 9th, and on that day we'll have family dedication for the new parents in our church.

These families, and we as a church, will commit to raising these children in the nurture and admonition

of the Lord.

We'll recognize our graduating high school seniors on Sunday, May 16th. On this day, we'll celebrate

these graduates' achievements and commit to continuing to pray for and support them as they transition

into adult life, which includes engaging in the church as adults.

Having these two events back-to-back reminds us of something important in parenting: we aren’t just

raising children. We’re raising men and women. On one Sunday, we’re committing to raising up young

men and women in Christ. The next Sunday (time sure does fly by!), children become adults, and as a

church we affirm our commitment to them and their new, adult responsibility to the church.

Many of you have been around long enough to see kids grow up in this church and graduate. You know

how fast time flies. And you have seen, for better or for worse, how often commitment of a family at

baby dedication results in the commitment of a graduate to the Christian faith when graduate

recognition rolls around.

Pastor Josh and I are believers in community outreach; we want to fill the display at the front of the

church with ping pong balls representing hundreds of gospel conversations, church invitations,

conversions, and baptisms. This is vital and required for a church to be faithful to the Great Commission.

But we also obey the Great Commission by discipling those closest to us: the children already in the

church. The statistics around children raised in the church who abandon the church after high school are

not good; Lifeway reported in 2019 that two thirds of those who attend church as teenagers drop out

after they turn eighteen. We cannot say that we are serious about obeying the Great Commission if we

are losing the children God has entrusted to us.

So, what do we do? Space doesn’t permit a full answer here, but here are a couple of thoughts:

- Recognize that parents are the primary disciplers of their children. Parents, it’s up to you to teach

your children the gospel and to teach them the Christian life. Church activities and programs are helpful

(it’s my job to provide many of these things!), but this God-given responsibility in the home cannot be

outsourced or abdicated.

- If you’re not a parent, recognize the impact you can have on children in the church. Particularly

with children and youth who do not have Christian parents, you can stand in the gap for these kids. Pray

about how you might be involved in this way as a spiritual father, mother, or grandparent to the kids

God has sent our way.

As always, reach out to me with any comments, questions, or concerns.

MISSION STARTS AT HOME
Daniel Murphy - Associate Pastor



GRADUATION
SEASON

There's few accomplishments in life that are as significant as a graduation. It marks the

culmination of years of hard work and dedication. Graduations also point to a new

season of life where someone moves from one phase to the next. We recognize the value

of knowledge. As creatures made in the image of God, we have the ability to pursue

knowledge and understanding of the world around us and do so to the glory of God. We

want to recognize those in our church family who have reached the milestone of

graduation and celebrate this great achievement with them.

HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES

OTHER DEGREES

Sarah Christensen
Homeschool

Brody Hicks
Baldwin County High School

Jason Hyche
Robertsdale High School

Danielle Bowyer
B.S. in Elementary Education

Liberty University

Alex Stringer
B.S. in Finance

University of Alabama



Spring has sprung! I love this time of year when new life is found all around us. The green has returned to

the trees, flowers are blooming, gardens are growing, animals are more active, and life seems to be

thriving again. We get to witness the changing of the seasons year after year.

We often go through seasons in our own spiritual lives too. Sometimes we find ourselves in the season of

summer where we feel spiritually alive and active. Maybe God feels closer and growth is noticeable. At

other times we find ourselves in the season of winter where we feel spiritually dormant or cooled off. We

might have a sense of frustration or discontentment. 

We all experience these different seasons. But the good news is that no matter how we feel during those

seasons, the truth of God remains the same and life is still available through the one who is the light of

the world -- Jesus Christ! He is the Word who became flesh. So no matter what season you are in, turn to

the Word. It is the wellspring of life both in the winter and in the summer. Find refreshment for you soul

from the source that never runs dry. We find new life through our Lord Jesus Christ.

Everything we do as a church revolves around

the Great Commandment (Matt. 22:37) and 

the Great Commission (Matt. 28:18-20). 

We sum it up with the three phrases:

LOVE GOD | LOVE PEOPLE | MAKE DISCIPLES

A SPRING FOR THE SOUL
Life through the Light of Men

In him was life, and the life was the

light of men.                            John 1:4 


